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The earth is a planet.

We live on Earth.
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Balanced Literacy

Learning to the Core

Read Aloud &
Write Aloud
*Teacher is the reader/writer.
*Teacher models how to be a good
reader/writer. (Uses expression, phrasing,
intonation, punctuation etc.)

*Teacher provides purpose for
reading/writing. (Base purpose on needs of
students. “Today we are reading to find out...")
*Regular sized text (students do not need to
see the text)

*Wide selection of text should be used:
fiction, non fiction, poetry, fables, folktales, fairy
tales, etc.

Shared Reading
& Shared Writing

This is Earth.

*Teacher is the reader/writer.
*Teacher focuses on modeling how to
be a good reader/writer- applying
strategies while reading/writing.
*Teacher provides purpose for
reading/writing. (Base purpose on needs of
students. “Today we are writing to...")
*Enlarged/projected text (so students can
see the text, follow along and join in on reading
repeated phrases)

*Wide selection of text should be used:
fiction, non fiction, poetry, fables, folktales, fairy
tales, etc.

*Text can be slightly challenging.
*Text can be slightly challenging.
*Teacher does think-aloud to show
*Teacher stops at specific spots in the
different reading/writing strategies/ story to demonstrate specific reading/
writing strategies/skills.
skills.
*Teacher discusses text with students *Interactive Writing turns the focus to the students
actually sharing the pen and joining in on the writing
before/during/after reading.
with the guidance and support of the teacher.
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Balanced Literacy

Learning to the Core

Guided Reading &
Guided Writing

Independent Reading &
Independent Writing

*Student is the reader/writer.
*Students selects text at their
independent reading level. Students
choose topic for writing.
*Students read silently, on own for
an extended time to practice
applying strategies and to enjoy
purpose on ability and needs of students.)
reading.
*Teacher introduces the text prior to reading
and guides students through their reading of
*Teacher observes students as
the text.
readers/writers.
*Students have their own copy of the same
*Teacher meets with students one
text to read silently or in a whisper voice.
on one to discuss their reading/
*Wide selection of short texts should be used:
(primarily fiction and non fiction).
writing. Teacher and students set
*Text should be new to the student. It should be
goals for their reading and writing
at their instructional level which should be
based on individual needs.
slightly challenging, but not difficult.
*Wide selection of texts should be
*Teacher leads discussion about the text
where students refer back to the text for
used: (fiction, non fiction, poetry, fables, folktales,
*Student is the reader/writer.
*Teacher guides students and reinforces their
skills as readers/writers.
*Teacher is working with students in a small
group of 3-6 kids. Students are applying
strategies as they read/write.
*Teacher selects text and provides purpose
for reading/writing. (Base level of text and

responding.

fairy tales, magazines, newspaper, etc).
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Thank you!
Thank you so much for downloading this freebie!
This is for personal use/single classroom use only.
This is simply a reference sheet for the different
parts of balanced literacy. All of the components
are so important to helping students become
successful readers and writers. Please feel free
to contact me at learningtothecore.ac@gmail.com.
Please also consider following my TPT store to
receive updates about new products. I hope this
helps you understand balanced literacy a little
better for implementing in your classroom!
Enjoy!
Aylin :)

Join in on the fun! Follow along
to see my classroom in action
and stay up to date on new
packs and freebies:

Blog: http://dailylearningtothecore.blogspot.com

TPT: http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Aylin-Claahsen
Instagram: http://instagram.com/learningtothecore

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/learningtothecore
Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/learntothecore/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/learntothecore
If you are looking for more reading
response resources for your
classroom, please click the link below to
check out other packs in my store!
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Aylin-Claahsen/Category/Reading-Response-Strategy-Packs

Created by: Aylin Claahsen http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Aylin-Claahsen
Graphics by: Teaching Super Power https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-Super-Power
Font From the Pond http://frompond.blogspot.com
Fonts by: http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
Graphics by: Whimsy Clips http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
Graphics by: www.mycutegraphics.com
Frames by: The Hazel Owl @ http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Hazel-Owl
Borders by: Kelly B’s Clipart http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kelly-Benefield
Borders by: Bilingual Scrapbook https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Bilingual-Scrapbook
AC 2015

